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TO WORI OF THB AHDIUK MBLl KNOTT. 

The impulse given to the circulation of the 
Scripture* in most of the langnagee and dia- 
lects of the world by two groat Bible societies 
the American and the British and Foreign, U 
hardly appreciated. The American Society 
has had a career of usefulness covering near- 
ly threescore and ten years, and haa circulat- 
ed almost forty- tour million copies of the 
Scriptures, while the British and Foreign 
Society has given no fewer than one hundred 
. million copies. Other British and Continen- 
tal societies bring the grand total up to over 
one hundred and eighty millions. The amount 
of money expended by these societies in their 
work is enormous. The American Society, 
beginning with an income of less thsn f 38,- 
000, reached last year a totsl of upward of 
$640,000, and is more than $100,000 lew thsn 
the receipts of 1870. The aggregate of re- 
ceipts since 1874 has been about $6,000,000. 
With this money the ScriptureB have been 
printed for sale and distributed in neglected 
places at home and for use in foreign mission 
fields. The total outlay of the society in its 
work the past year for manufacturing and all 
other purposes was no less than $762,000. 
These receipts came from legacies ($156.3721, 
from churches and individuals ($32,363), 
from auxiliaries ($178,82^), from sales, from 
foreign agencies, and from invested funds. 

The number of copies printed and purchas- 
ed by the Society during the year was 2,115,- 
765. of which 1,670,164 were printed st the 
Bible house, 327,922 abroad, 7,520 imported, 
and 110,159 purchased sbroad. The issuea 
were 1,808,215 copies ; 1,357,061 at home, 
and 451,164 abroad, besides 59,382 copies 
printed at home and sent abroad. The Ian- 

fuages in whieh the whole or portions of the 
lible arc printed includes the English, Irish, 
Gaelic, Welsh, German, Dutch, Danish, 
Swedish. French, Spanish, Portugue»e,ltaliau, 
Latin, Russian, Finnish, Reval-Esthonian, 
Polish, J u deo- Polish, Hungarisn, Bohemian. 
Slavic, Bulgarian, Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, 
Armenian, Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Zulu, 
-Choctaw, Hawaiian, Mortlock. 

The field at home was worked by auxili- 
sries, colporteurs, and pastors, who together 
visited 1.217,215 families, found 150,067 with- 
out the Scriptures, and supplied 101,489 fam- 
ilies, and 67,492 individuals. This work was 
nearly equally divided between the auxiliaries 
and the colporteurs, the pastors doing but lit- 
tle. Over 400 colporteurs were employed, of 
whom 204 were engaged in the South, and 
most of the rest in the West. Large dona- 
tions were made besides to the American Sun- 
day-* chool Union and various other organi- 
zations. In the foreign field large disburse- 
ments of money and consignment of books 
were made. Almost all the countries where 
missions exist were included in this list. The 
agency in Turkey received $51,500 and 1,614 
books ; that in China, $25,500 and 536 books; 
and that in Japan, $23,601 and 112 books. 
Upwards of 3,300 books went to Cuba, 10,351 
to Mexico, 8,025 to Uruguay, 8,231 to Brazil, 
and 6,000 to Russia. 

There is little of interest inthe reports from 
the various states ; but those from foreign 
countries are well worth reading. Concerning 
Cuba, it is stated that in former years the in- 
tolerance of the rulers prevented any organiza- 
tion for Bible work ; but agents and colpor- 
teurs are now doing an excellent preparatory 
work there. In some places the agent, the 
Rev. Thomas L. Gulick, was welcomed and 
invited to preach by the mayor himself, and 
he found all parts of the island accessible to 
colporteurs. He was surprised to find the 
people so willing to buy books and listen to 
the preaching of the gospel . He says : 

"Ten Bibles can be sold in Cubi where one 
can be sold in Spain. I did not suppose there 
was any Roman Catholic land so open to the 
Gospel as Cuba is to-day. * * Most of the 

f>riests have lost influence through corrupt 
ife, and those of them who are Spaniards are 
disliked still more by the native Cubans on 
that account." 

In Mexico the distribution reached 19,178. 
The most effective work is done by colpor- 
teurs, two of whom are believed to have been 
killed, as the v have not been heard from. 
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lost-Lights. 

Wisdom is the principle thing. The heart 
was not created to delight simply in the pleas- 
ana of the moment ; mind was not given man 
to find amusements only in the excitements 
and pomps of life— to follow the fancies 
of to-day and on the morrow find the repeti- 
tion a necessary stimulant for its unsatisfied 
tastes. Id the desire for self-rule, and the 
natural tendency in the young to throw off 
home restraint and home influence, many a 
youth has faced the temptations of the world 
without timely preparation. It requires much 
effort — much manly moral courage — to resist 
the influences of the glittering tights that 
everywhere oast their deceptive colors along 
the stage of life. Satan holds out many false 
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promises to lead by aw paths to happiness. 
He is never better pteesed thsn when he can 
east hia weird spells over the fancy of youth 
by beautiful bat overdrawn pictures of pres- 
ent pleasure. Hia presence is felt in the first 
desire to find better companions than those 
that meet around the family altar. He gath- 
ers brilliant associates in the saloons of revel- 
ry — promises a brighter light and more sumpt- 
uous fare, a gayer scene and more genial as- 
sociates than cheer the hearth and board of a 
widowed mother's cot ; but around that lone- 
ly home and in its hallowed precints are lights 
more brilliant than flash from ancestral halls 
of pride, and feasts and music more delightful 
than evei" charmed the old Epicurean fancy; 
for in this humble home ever burns the light 
of holy thought, and ever linger the festival 
songs of a contented heart. 

The glitter of gold, the pomp and splendor 
of fashion, are the lights by which the heart* 
of many have been drawn tn a life of dissipa- 
tion. All the energies of mind and heart 
have been devoted to this object; home,(rieiids, 
happiness, honor, have been sacrificed at its 
shrine. Mistaking the brilliant exterior for 
certain and secured happiness, in the eager 
haste for wealth, men have followed the glit- 
tering lights until lost in the bewildering 
mazes of vanity and vexation, they have found 
only tears tor their disappointments and re- 
morse for their portion ; or perhaps, for amuse- 
ment, toying awhile with the excitements of 
some game of chance, the heart and mind are 
finally taken captive and find pleasure only in 
the enticements of fashionable gaming saloons. 
Many of the foot-lights of the crafty enemy 
of mankind have been patented and* placed 
under protection of law. — With boldness he 
places them in the byways and highways of 
of lite their beams reach out far and wide over 
the land. Under different .devices and new 
names, in many forma and colors, they come 
with promise of life — they end with the gift 
of death. Their lights mingle with others 
along the stage. Brilliant and captivating, 
they decorate the scenes on which they fall. 
Their shadows only come in the after scenes 
—these linger only on the heart, they mingle 
only with the thoughts and memories of real 
life. The subtle artist paints in glowing col- 
ors the scenes of life without, and causes his 
footlights to throw shadows of darkness on 
the pleasures of the world within. The heart 
given up to such influences and guided by 
such lights, has its "sacred temple" filled with 
false images, and its impressions engraven in 
false colors. — It finds no beauty in the excel- 
lence of virtue, no happiness in the exercise of 
benevolence; it has no fountain of joy to 
cheer its hours of solitude, no flowers to shed 
their fragrance over its blighted and dreary 
wastes; Us altars on which the true lights 
would shed their beams have been left to a 
darkness brightened only by the apparition of 
some remembrance of former happiness, a si- 
lence disturbed only by the stealthy presence 
of some officiating priest of sin. 

"He that has light wittiin hta own clear heart 
May all iu tlie center and enjoy bright day : 
But be that ban a dark houI and bail Uimigts 
Benighted walk* under the midday sun, 
Himself t* hia own dungeon. — C. 
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Women and Wine. 

Of the worst foes that woman has ever en- 
countered, wine stands at the head. The ap- 
Ktite for strong drink in man has spoiled the 
ea of more women, ruins more hopes for 
ther-i, brought them more sorrow, shame and 
hardship, than any other evil that lives. The 
country numbers tens of thousands, nay hun- 
dreds of thousands of women who are to-day 
widows, and sit in hopeless weeds, because 
their husbands have been slain by strong drink. 

There are hundreds of thousands of homes 
scattered all over the land, in which women 
live a lite of torture, laboring through all the 
changes of suffering that lie between the ex- 
tremes of fear and despair, because those whom 
they love like wine better than thev do the 
women they have sworn to love. — There are 
women, by thousands, who dread to hear at 
the door the step that once thrilled them with 
pleasure, for that step has learned to reel un- 
der the influence of seductive poison. There 
are, women groaning with pain, while we write 
these words, from bruises and brutalities in- 
flicted by husbands made mad by drink. 

There can be no exaggeration in my state- 
ment made in regard to this matter, because 
,no human imagination can create anything 
worse than the truth, and no pen is capable 
of portraying the truth. The sorrows and 
the horrors of a wife with a drunken husband, 
or a mother with a drunken son, are as near 
the realization of hell as can be reached in 
this world at least. The shame, the indigna- 
tion, the sorrow, the sense of disgrace for her- 
self and her children, the poverty (and not 
unfrequently the beggary), the fear and the 
fact of violence, the lingering, life-long strug- 
gle and dispair of countless women with 
drunken husbands, are enough to mske sll 
women curse, and engage unitedly to oppose 
it everywhere as the worst enemy of their sex. 


"What shall I preach r"' asked . a minister 
who was to officiate for a brother whom he 

was visiting. "Preach the gospel," was the 
reply. And this reply ia the wisdom of God, 
The great end of preaching is not to entertain 
the hearers, bat to save them. Eloquence 
will not save. Learning will not save. Only 
the word of God is able to ssve souls. Do we 
forget this V Are we tempted to doubt it? 
This is our infirmity, wrought upon by the 
devil. He ia the teaeher that suggests that 
people must have something new and fresh 
occasionally, leet they become tired of our 
preaching ! The truth is — and it is very won- 
derful, too — that people never get tired of a 
true gospel earnestly and believingly preach- 
ed. Or, if there seem to be exceptions, the 
fault is not in the |>eople, but in the preachers. 
A taste for sensational preaching can easily 
i be cultivated. In a short time it can be fix- 
ed. Then these rained hearers do not want 
the n us pel. They want the trials of the 
showman, that they be amused. But he who 
trains them to this condition sins against their 
souls, his own soul, and God 1 The house of 
worship may thus be filled. But sinners are 
not thus brought safely to Christ. Let no 
one, therefore, desire to be an "astonisher" of 
the multitude. It is the devil's work to make 
sinners forget Christ. The preparation for 
hell is to make them feel comfortable iu sin. 
He who gets his own neart full of Christ cru- 
cified, and then pours it out earnestly in his 
preaching, will not only do safe work, but 
have plenty to hear him. Never fear that the 
"old story" will be repeated too often. Here 
is our danger. To avoid it our mission must 
be kept in remembrance. What is it ? To 
teach the world ? Yea ; but to teach what ? 
Not the wisdom of this world, but of God. 
There sits a man who has heard you for ten 
years. You have told him the whole gospel 
hundreds of times. You take it for granted 
that you can tell him nothing new. And there 
is the error. It is Satan's suggestion. That 
man has never heard the gospel yet, really. 
Try again, then. 

Ah ! now you have caught his attention. 
He is listening as never before. God's spirit 
has opened his understanding and touched his 
heart ;atid though it be just what you have 
b<jen always preaching, it is not what he has 
been always hearing. He hears now for the 
first time. This "old story" seems a new 
story to him — his soul is saved. This is a 
true experience. Perhaps the preacher's mis- 
take has been in thinking he could make the 
word effectual, or "dress up the truth" bo that 
men would receive it. This is foolishness of 
worldly wisdom. Our work is simply to de- 
liver a message from Him who sent it, and to 
deliver it as he sent it. God knows what will 
save — we do not i Therefore, let us add noth- 
ing to or subtract nothing from the message 
of Him who knows. Our thoughts, our rea- 
sonings, our opinions will mislead. If mingled 
with the true message, they will make a con- 
tusion, so that men cannot understand what 
God wants them to do. Therefore, let him 
who would save souls, preach the Gospel, no 
matter what others do. 

One thing more. Yonder, in your congre- 
gation, sit two or three "D. Ds."or other men 
of note. You think it needful to make an 
extra effort to please them ; but if you do, 
two things will be laid to your charge. (1.) 
you will fail. (2.) You will sin against God 
by trying to please men rather than God. It 
is true and worth remembering, that the most 
cultivated and learned love the simple story 


to drink moderately; bat their i 
sibly enlarged and deepened until they 1 
came literally a pit of damnation. Some of the 
hardest ca s es I encounter are of those whose 
names are enrolled on church registers. In 
yonder lecture-room I have heard a man pray 
most pathetically for deliverance from the 
tempter, and yet he has been tracked to a 
drinking saloon on his way home from the 
prayer-meeting I More than once be has been 
the subject of most loving personal efforts 
(once or twice of necessary Church discipline), 
and still does he cry out in agony from the 
bites of the serpent which he deliberately put 
into kit own bosom when he was a young man t 

But what shall be said of those Christian 
people who, from thoughtlessness, or from 
tyranny of fashion, will set wine-bottles where 
they will produce just such conflagrations? 
Half the drunkards in the land bad one or 
more partners at the outset. God's word sol- 
emnly declares : "Be ye not partakers of oth- 
er men's sins" — how much worse to be their 
tempters ! 

The one momentous truth that may be in- 
stilled into the minds and consciences of the 
young is that nobody can safely tamper with 
an intoxicating beverage. On the bed-rock 
of entire abstinence alone are they safe. I 
am willing to confess on this public page that 
I would no more dare to tamper with a wine- 
bottle than I would dare to thiu*t a firebrand 
into one of the pews of my enurch edifice. — * 
Jteo.Theodore Cuyler. 


Woman'* Sphere. 

There is a sphere in which woman has mov- 
ed with ever increasing usefulness, and with 
none to dispute her right there. In the church 
of God she has found a field for all her pow- 
ers. There her beBt culture and her fairest 
laurels have been secured. On woman Christ 
conferred the greatest possible boon, for he 
restored to her her long forfeited rights. He 
gave her the consciousness of selfhood, imply- 
ing that moral responsibility for her own char- 
acter which has transferred her inward nature 
and changed her position in the family and in 
the State. In lifting woman from that en- 
forced servitude to which heathenism had re- 
duced her, our Lord lifted the race. He in- 
augurated a revolution which will not cease 
to roll until the gospel, through woman's love, 
patience and fidelity, shall have triumphed in 
every land. The chief working force in our 
churches and Sabbath Schools are women, as 
the main body of teachers everywhere, in 
schools and seminaries, are women who have 
been called ol God to this high vocation of 
teaching. The nature and value of their ser- 
vice in the Divine kingdom can neither be de- 
fined nor estimated. Paul was not forgetful 
of those women who labored with him in the 
gospel, and by his grateful courtesy in recog- 
nizing their connection with his apostolic ef- 
forts to plant and nourish churches, has set 
an example which every pastor may well imi- 
tate. Without discussing the question wheth- 
er there should be deaconesses in the modern 
Church — although we think there ought to 
be — it is enough for our present purpose to 
say that those women who wish to adorn the 
doctrine of godliness, and to exercise their 
gifts where the most enduring good can be 
effected, should be enlisted inthe ranks of that 
sisterhood which in every particular church 
is engaged in doing the Lord's will. — Chris- 
tian at Worl: 


of the Cross as much, yea, more, than others. 
It is one characteristic of our greatest minds, 
that they arc always ready to sit humbly and 
lovingly under the teaching of Christ cruci- 
fied. He who would please the "great ones" 
must faithfully tell them also of one greater 
than themselves. Never try to preach a big 
sermon for any one. Only preach the gospel; 
for in this, alone, is the great duty and the 
great reward. He preaches best who sticks 
most closely to the Master's message, without 
caring for "the face of man." The Spirit will 
honor the message ; but he will have nothing 
to do with your ambitious aspirations. 


The Sospei of Temperance. 
What amazes and shocks me is to see the 
wine-bottle where it is as flagrantly out of 
place as a bonfire would be on the floor of a 
powder-mill. No intoxicant has any business 
to be on the table in a family which contains 
any boys, or on the table of any miscellane- 
ous social party, or in the cupboard of any 
professional man, or anywhere else, in short, 
except in the bands of a very discreet and 
careful physician. Every bottle that contains 
alcohol contains a serpent. The serpent in 
Eden was not a more perfect embodiment of 
deceit. A bottle of Bourbon or of Bugundy 
will deceive the very elect. I am constantly 
called to labor for the reformation of persons 
who began with the most honest resolutions 


Civil Service in the Kingdom of Christ. 

Here it is. He says to his "servant" who 
has been "faithful" in the trust committed to 
him. "Thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 
That means that He would both retain the 
faithful servant in his office and at the same 
time promote him to higher trust and emolu- 
ment. He rewarded him for his fidelity by 
giving him more to do. "What," you say, 
"more labor as repayment for labor already 
rendered ?" Just, so. Read "I will make 
thee ruler over many things." Then this "joy 
of the Ijord" here means the Master's favor, 
not ultimately, but now, in the present. Be- 
neath that favor the servant is ruler in service. 
It is Christ's great compliment. If you are a 
good workman in the church do not be sur- 
prised that you have more and more put on 
you. Yonder poor, lazy sulk and skulk is re- 
warded by having nothing to do. He is not 
wanted around. He is good for nothing bat 
to bury his talent — a napkin saint. Some 
people in the church can do nothing so well, 
and they are the ones who are in the greatest 
hurry to get the heavenly reward, not having 
yet succeeded in doing anything worth being 
compensated in the earthly, — Christian InUA- 
ligenetr. 

- — a^as a^aj pa^ai 

You may gain knowledge by reading, but 
you must separate the wheat from the chaff 
by thinking. 
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